
 
 
TO: Interested Parties 
FROM: The Office of Rep. Ruben Gallego 
RE: The Native American Child Protect Act 
 
HR 663: The Native American Child Protection Act 
Introduced by Rep. Ruben Gallego (D-AZ) 
 
SUMMARY: The bill modernizes and reauthorizes programs that were originally established by the 
Indian Child Protection and Family Violence Prevention Act, which expired in 1997. It renames the 
Indian Child Resource and Family Service Centers as the National Indian Child Resource and Family 
Service Center. It requires the center to:  

1) Provide advice, technical assistance, and training to tribes and urban Indian organizations. 
2) Develop technical assistance materials for Indian tribes, tribal organizations, and urban Indian 

organizations.  
3) Create model intergovernmental agreements between tribes and states to prevent, investigate, 

treat, and prosecute family violence, child abuse, and child neglect.  
 

The Act improves the programs by: 
• Expanding the scope of the grant programs to ensure they address child abuse and neglect. 
• Increasing grant program authorization amounts to levels that would realistically allow Tribes to 

address child abuse treatment and prevention (bill authorizes $93M total). 
• Putting an emphasis on culturally competent programs and care. 
• Including urban Indian organizations as a beneficiary of the National Center and an eligible 

partner in applying for grants. 
• Clarifying agency responsibilities in carrying out programs as well as reporting requirements. 
• The original statute calls for Regional Indian Child Resource Centers, but this was never 

implemented. Our bill would consolidate all resources in one National Center. 
 

PAST SUPPORTERS: National Congress of American Indians (NCAI), National Indian Child Welfare 
Association (NICWA), the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), Casey Family 
Foundation, Tribal Law and Policy Institute (testified in favor but don’t provide endorsements), 
Tesuque Pueblo, San Carlos Apache Tribe, Poarch Band of Creek Indians. BIA and IHS have also 
testified in support of the legislation. 
 
SCORE: None, discretionary funding only.  
 
This bill passed the House of Representatives by voice vote in the 116th Congress and 117th 
Congress. 


